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Pharynx
The oral cavity  continues posteriorly into the pharynx, which extends from the base of the skull 
to the level of the cricoid cartilage, where it is continuous with the esophagus. The digestive 
and respiratory  systems merge briefly in the pharynx, which is subdivided into nasal, oral, and 
laryngeal parts. The pharyngeal walls basically  consist of three strata: a mucosa, a muscularis, 
and an adventitia.
The oropharynx is lined by a nonkeratinized stratified squamous epithelium supported by a 
dense, fibroelastic lamina propria. Immediately beneath the lamina propria is a well-developed 
layer of elastic fibers that is continuous with the muscularis mucosae of the esophagus. 
Proximally, the elastic layer blends with the connective tissue between the muscle bundles of 
the pharyngeal wall. A submucosa is present only where the pharynx is continuous with the 
esophagus and in the lateral walls of the nasopharynx. The muscularis of the pharyngeal wall 
consists of the skeletal muscle from the three pharyngeal constrictor muscles (superior middle 
and inferior), which, in turn, are covered by connective tissue of the adventitia.
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